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Math + Basketball + Chess = MaBaCh

On Saturday, March 18th, Nativity hosted the 13th Annual MaBaCh Tournament at Bishop
Stang High School.
A 15 member team of 7th and 8th grade students competed in Math, Basketball and Chess.
Nativity schools from the New England area and a team from Pennsylvania participated in this
tournament.
The Covenant School of Connecticut won the tournament, and will hold the MaBaCh Cup until
next year’s tournament. Congratulations to Our Sisters’ School of New Bedford for
winning the Spirit Team Award! The boys had a great day of physical and academic challenge.

Our Mission:
Nativity Preparatory School New Bedford is an independent tuition‐free middle school for boys from low–income
families in the New Bedford area.
The school provides a challenging and supportive learning environment where motivated students of all faiths are
oﬀered an intellectual, cultural, physical, and moral education.
The goal is to graduate young men who are academically prepared for further education, inspired to lead their lives
with humility, and dedication to serving others.
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Message from the Headmaster
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‐ John Martin

Small Schools Matter

alized education is more important than ever to our
There are several things we know for sure that Nativity students, whose early preparation and
work to make schools better. But implementing home experiences vary greatly. Teachers are able to
these initiatives, and getting communities to fund challenge those who need to be challenged, and
them, is a diﬀerent matter. Over the next few oﬀer support to those who need a boost.
newsletters, I am going to stake out what many Moreover, from a practical point of view, there are
educators agree can make a diﬀerence in a child’s significant quantitative and qualitative diﬀerences
education.
when a teacher has only 15 papers in each class to
To begin, we know that small schools matter and grade, rather than 25 or more. Multiply that by four
to five sections, and the ultimate
small class size matters, and that
diﬀerence in sheer volume more than
both factors make huge diﬀer‐
quadruples! Teachers simply do not
ences in the quality of an educa‐
have the time to correct that number
tion. Studies show that students
of papers with the care that they
clearly benefit from close relation‐
could give with almost half the load.
ships with their peers, and from
the community feeling that ulti‐
Perhaps this is the reason why many
mately results when those rela‐
teachers in small schools with small
tionships extend throughout the school.
classes report greater job satisfaction. Teachers not
Students feel that they are valued team members only relate more closely to their students, but also
working together toward a common goal. This en‐ have the opportunity to interact and collaborate
vironment is much more diﬃcult to engender and more, both personally and professionally, with their
maintain in a larger school setting. Students also colleagues. Consequently, they too feel part of a
have the time and capability of developing closer team with a common goal.
relationships with their teachers. Teachers, in turn, Teachers working in small schools often express the
have the opportunity to know each student per‐ sentiment that this experience is what brought
sonally, often working closely with their families to them into teaching in the first place.
optimize their learning potential. A place “where
everyone knows your name” leads to greater social Finally, small schools with small class size oﬀer the
opportunity for character development by creating
and emotional development.
an environment where students are engaged in
School becomes a safe place where students can
their community and understand the importance of
aﬀord to take risks. Researchers believe that while
leadership, character, morality and personal respon‐
many factors aﬀect a child’s achievement, the re‐
sibility.
duction of anonymity is the single most influential
factor in student success. This is also true for Here at Nativity, we do that by living our mission,
adults who benefit from personal interaction in the and by impressing upon our boys that they are not
work place. And yet, for a long time, schools have only individuals, but also an important part of some‐
ignored this basic principle of human nature that is thing much larger than themselves. We teach and
expect our students to give back to others. This hap‐
supported by research. Small is better!
From a teaching perspective, small class size is op‐ pens in our small school because we know our stu‐
timal since there is no “back of the class.” Every dents, and they know we care not just about their
student has a front row seat, with an education learning of math or writing skills, but ultimately
tailored to fit his/her individual need. This individu‐ about who they are and who they will become.
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Around the School
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Celebrating Black History Month
This trimester, the seventh grade class researched and presented on monumental
events in our country's Black History. These included Jackie Robinson's integration
of Major League Baseball, the Voting Rights Act, and Brown vs. the Board of Educa‐
tion. All of these milestones have truly shaped and directed our country toward uni‐
fication and equality.
The students were asked to make an oral presentation on one of these topics and
design a poster board to express their main points. Students not only gained great
insight of the importance of these events, but also did a great job representing
their research artistically on their boards.
Tyler Pereira did a superior job with his research on the Voting Rights Act and had
the most detailed board. He fully understood the magnitude this trial had on the history of the Ameri‐
can public school system. Great job Tyler and the seventh‐grade class!

Quinn to be Honored at May Event
Nativity will honor our local hero, District At‐
torney Thomas M. Quinn, III, for serving as a
mentor for the past 6 years and as an active
member of Nativity’s Board of Trustees. The
celebration dinner will take place at Rachel’s
Lakeside in Dartmouth on Thursday, May 11,
2017. Robert and Christine Long are the Co‐
chairs. For more information, contact Claire
Carvalho at ccarvalho@nativitynb.org.

What Nativity Means to Me

Bristol County District Attorney Tom Quinn meets with
his mentee, sixth‐grader Gavin Sanders.

‐ Jeremiah Aviles, grade 8

What Nativity means to me is family and
brotherhood.

ty gives us opportunities that we
would never have.

Being all boys and having only a maxi‐
mum of 54 students, Nativity is a really
close environment. That’s one of the
things I like about it. Everyone knows
each other and that brings everyone
together.

Nativity is where we spend most of our
day. We spend 12 hours a day at school.
Also, there is evening study. The best
part of Nativity are the teachers. They
put their blood, tears and sweat into all
of their work to benefit us. They teach
us not only academics, but also skills
for life. We also learn how to go to
diﬀerent classes and how to fend for
ourselves.

The core values of the school help as
well. Our school is based on trust,
knowledge, and virtue. Nativity brings a
sense of home to our lives. Also, Nativi‐
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Mentoring Program

Nativity students benefit
immensely from our week‐
ly Mentoring Program,
where men from the com‐
munity spend an hour with
a student, playing various
board games, talking and
just listening. The pro‐
gram began in 2009 and is
coordinated by Board
member, Annie McGuire.
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Would you prefer to receive your Nativity Newsletter via the internet?
If so, please e‐mail principal@nativitynb.org
or call the school at 508‐994‐3800.
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Nativity Team Participates in the Half Marathon

A team of 32 participated in the New Bedford Half Marathon to raise money for student secondary school
scholarships. The team included teachers, administrative staﬀ, and friends. A highlight of the team was
the participation of 6th grade Nativity student, Samuel Martin.

