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Supporting OUR Nativity    - John Martin, Headmaster 

It is any morning at 66 Spring Street and the 
boys are lined up by grade, by height and 
dressed in their Nativity shirts and ties. Mr. 
Goldrick, our principal, starts the roll call and 
one more day begins at Nativity Preparatory 
School New Bedford.   
 

Behind every desk 
sits a boy with a 
dream. Perhaps that 
dream is to own his 
own business, or to 
be a lawyer or per-
haps just to be the 
first in his family to 
go to college or 
even finish high 
school.  

Those dreams are precious and cannot die, 
nor will we allow them to be diminished. 
They are carefully nourished by caring teach-
ers and staff who believe that dreams are 
the building blocks of each boy’s future.  It is 
our single purpose at Nativity to help each 
boy dream big, think big, work hard and see 
a future.  

Those of us who work at Nativity came be-
cause we believe that the model of a small 
structured school does make a difference in 
the lives of New Bedford boys. We have not 
been disappointed! Every morning I get to 
shake each boy’s hand, look them in the eye 

and see the future.  I see a future full of 
hope and success because they chose to 
come to Nativity and to believe that educa-
tion makes a difference.  

I, we, need partners to make this happen 
and we have been blessed by 
many who have given to Nativi-
ty with their time, talent and 
treasure.  We have been very 
successful stewards of those 
resources by balancing a mod-
est annual budget year in and 
year out. But there is no ques-
tion we need your help again to 
nourish those dreams even 
more.  Nativity receives no fi-
nancial support from the state 

or the city and thus relies entirely on the 
generosity of our friends.  Put simply you all 
help keep the lights on!  

Our daily morning meeting ends holding 
hands in a circle with the prayer of St. Ignati-
us.   “Lord, Teach me to be generous. To 
serve as you deserve.  To give and not to 
count the cost. To fight and not to heed the 
wounds. To toil and not to seek for rest. To 
Labor and not to ask for reward, save that I 
am knowing I am doing your will.”   

Please join my wife, Sheila, and I once again 
in keeping the dream alive with a generous 
donation to Nativity! 

Thank you! 
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Capital Campaign Kick-off 

Nativity Prep hosted a kickoff celebration on October 
27th to announce  the public phase of their bold new capi-
tal campaign: Nativity2020: Building our Community One 
boy at a Time.  The campaign is a $1.5 million, three phase 
campaign.   
 

Since June of 2017, Nativity has raised over $962,000 in 
their quiet solicitation phase of the campaign.  John Mar-
tin, Headmaster at Nativity Prep says “Nativity 2020 will 
secure the continuity of our promise to this community 
that we will be here for the next generation.” 
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A BIG Surprise for Ann 

At the Capital Campaign Reception, John Mar-
tin announced that our school library would be 
named in honor of Ann Bruno.   
 

Ann has been a library volunteer for the past 
16 years and as head librarian, has trained and 
recruited others to work in the library.  Ann 
knows every student and what they enjoy 
reading.  If the book is not in the library, it will 
magically appear within a week.  She is a tire-
less advocate for Nativity and has introduced 
many new friends and supporters to the 
school.  It is our honor to recognize this wonder-
ful caring woman. 

“I will always be grateful for the 

opportunity that Nativity has 

afforded me; to be more than I 

ever thought I could be for these 

wonderful young men, who have 

touched my life.”       - Ann Bruno 
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Outside the Classroom 

A Nativity group 
takes part in a 
team building pro-
gram held at the 
Wareham YMCA. 

Peter Pereira Stopped By 

Standard-Times photog-
rapher Peter Pereira 
visited the school  re-
cently and caught some 
basketball action from 
an interesting angle. 
 

Here, Devante Goodine-
Rodriguez, Isaac Syl-
vains &   Simon Rivet 
take some shots during 
recess. 
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“To me, Nativity is a journey. It was a long journey of four years that provided me with ample oppor-
tunities to grow.  It allowed to me grow as a person, develop my mind, and show my 
talents. Whether it is on the athletic fields or during our yearly musicals, there is al-
ways an outlet for success. Nativity always pushes forces you to overcome a chal-
lenge before you succeed. You are never alone in your journey. The school never 
gives up on you, even if you have given up. Everyone cares for one another. The 
teachers and even your peers always encourage you to strive for greatness.  
 

You develop a really tight bond with everyone you spend time with at Nativity.  You 
are with the teachers, and your fellow classmates, practically all day, every day, 
Monday through Friday and sometimes on Saturday.  It seems bothersome, but you 
really come to enjoy it. The brotherhood forged at Nativity is wholehearted. We 

grow to appreciate one another’s, strengths,  and push each other to overcome our weakness. These 
friendships have flourished during our four years here. The opportunities here are far greater that 
what I would have gotten at my old school. Nativity has provided me with so much, and I couldn’t be 
more grateful.”  
        - Jacob Rivet –June Graduate 
                                     (Jacob is now a freshman at Providence Country Day School on a scholarship.)  

What Nativity Means to Me . . . 

Getting the Seeds Out 

On the final day of Fall Clubs, the Culinary Arts Club had their hands filled--with pumpkin seeds! The 
students spent the first portion of Culinary Club removing all seeds from the three humongous pump-
kins and cleaning all remaining pumpkin gunk off of the seeds.  
 

With the remaining time, the students rinsed off the seeds, mixed them in with some butter, salt, and 
pepper, and threw them in the oven! After baking for about an hour, the seeds were ready for tast-
ing, and to the students' delight were cooked to crispy-golden perfection! There are certainly a 
few budding MasterChef's in Nativity's kitchen! 
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Phone: 508-994-3800 
Fax: 508-994-3434 
E-mail: principal@nativitynb.org 

Printing donated by 
RPI Printing, Inc. 
 

Photography Services  
Jack Iddon & 
Ray Carpenter 
 

Newsletter designed by  
Ray Carpenter 

Our Board of Trustees: 
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Robert Bogan  
William Burke, Jr. 
Bonnie Cooper 
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Jose Gonsalves  
Jennifer Kaiser 

Peter Kavanaugh 
Richard Lafrance 
Eric B. Mack 
John L. Mannix 

John D. Martin 
Annie McGuire 
Sarah Rodgers McNeil 
Matthew Navedo  

Would you prefer to receive your Nativity Newsletter via the internet?  
 If so, please e-mail principal@nativitynb.org  

or call the school at 508-994-3800. 

Lawrence Oliveira 
Ed Ottensmeyer 
Jocelina Pires 
Anne H. Price 

 

Thomas M. Quinn, III 
Frances  
        Schaefer-Severance 
 

EMERITUS: Ann Bruno, Barry Hynes, Martha Rooney 

A Day at Nativity 


