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- Jay Goldrick, Principal
dress some 55 years ago this month,
we choose this mission “because that
goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and
skills; because that challenge is one
we are willing to accept and intend to
win.”

The challenge at
hand--the fulfillment
of our mission in
every graduate--is
one that has galvanized people from
many communities
both near and far to
serve our common purpose. Whether partnering with Mystic Seaport for
Our teachers for the new school year: L to R– Front row: Ella Lindholma retreat, the Fishing Heritage Center
Uzzi, Reyna Saint-Louis & Maddie Inlow; Back row: Luke Matys, Jake
for a presentation, the Whaling MuBerman, Mike Morin, Jake Farias, Jack Doyle & Nathan Argueta.
seum for a project, or local schools
for a high school fair, we can count on members
Nativity Prep New Bedford exists to graduate
of our communities to support our students’ edyoung men who are prepared for the future,
ucation and pursuit of excellence. Most criticalinspired to lead lives of humility, and dedicated
ly, we are immensely grateful to the nine teachto the service of others. We choose to do this
ers who have committed themselves fully this
work not because it is easy, but because we
year in service to our students, as they are the
choose to be the standard for excellence and
true engine of the school.
equity, however difficult the path. As President Kennedy said in his famous “Moon” ad-

Our three first year teachers have taken the
(Continued on Page 8)

OUR MISSION: Nativity Preparatory School New Bedford is an independent tuition-free middle school for boys from
low–income families in the New Bedford area. The school provides a challenging and supportive learning environment
where motivated students of all faiths are offered an intellectual, cultural, physical, and moral education. The goal is to
graduate young men who are academically prepared for further education, inspired to lead their lives with humility,
and dedication to serving others.
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Our Summer Program:
Sun, some sailing, a bit of swimming & school.

What Nativity Means to Me . . .
“The staff at Nativity makes us success- driven students. They’re
always there when I am having trouble with material. They prepare
us for further advanced education.”
- John Paulino - June Graduate
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A New Year Begins
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Meet Our Teachers
New
Jake Berman graduated from Boston College where he studied Psychology. This year he’ll be teaching 5th and 6th grade Social Studies as
well as assisting with 6th grade Math. He loves playing basketball (go
Celtics!) and is very excited to coach the Nativity basketball team this
winter. Jake is originally from Boston, MA, but New Bedford was my
home from 2003 to 2012 and he graduated from Nativity Prep in 2009
and says it feels great to be back!
Maddie Inlow is a first-year teacher at Nativity. She teaches 5th and
6th grade science and 6th grade math. She also helps out with the afterschool tutoring program and will be one of the basketball coaches
in the winter. Maddie grew up just outside of Portland, Maine and
went to school at Bates College in Lewiston Maine, where she was a
biology major, an education minor, and had a concentration in 2D/3D
design. She was also was the shortstop for the Bates Softball team
and the captain in her senior year. Maddie says she is excited for this
next chapter of her life here in New Bedford.
Ella Lindholm-Uzzi is the fifth grade English and Math teacher at Nativity. The students call her “Ms. Lu.” She grew up in Evanston, Illinois
a suburb outside of Chicago and moved to the Hudson Valley in New
York when she was in high school to live on a farm! She went to Wesleyan University in Connecticut where she double-majored in English
and Sociology, played Varsity Tennis, and was a writing tutor. She
loves reading, playing tennis, and hanging out with family and friends
and feels very blessed to be at Nativity!

Returning
Nathan Argueta is also a graduate of Nativity Prep Class of 2008. He
graduated from St. Paul's School and Davidson College with a major
in English and a minor in Film and Media Studies. Nathan teaches 7th
grade RLA and is a Math inclusion teacher in the 7th grade.
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Jack Doyle is a graduate of the University of Illinois Urbana - Champaign with a Bachelor of Science degree in Molecular and Cellular Biology. He teaches 7th & 8th grade Science and 7th grade inclusion for
math.

Jake Farias from Marion MA is a graduate of Taber Academy and Gettysburg College with a major in History and minor in Education and
English. Jake is a second year teacher and teaches 7th and 8th grade
Social Studies.

Luke Matys graduated from St. Lawrence University with a degree in
History and Philosophy. Originally from Worcester, MA. Luke is in his
third year, teaches 8th grade English, and is the Community Service
Director at the school.

Michael Morin was born in Winston-Salem, NC, but was raised in West
Hartford, CT. He graduated from Roanoke College, where he majored
in History. In his third year at Nativity, Michael is the Director of Athletics and 6th grade English teacher.

Reyna Saint-Louis from Ellenton, Florida graduated from the College
of Holy Cross with a major in Mathematics. Back for her third year, she
teaches 7th and 8th grade Math, as well as 5th grade Science.
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Meet Garrett Gryska
Garrett Gryska is our new Director of Advancement at Nativity Prep.
Prior to Nativity, Garrett was the Sales Director at Malabar Foods, a
frozen seafood import/export company. She has worked in events
and marketing for Barnes and Noble College Bookstores as well as
Sail Boston Tall Ships, where she was responsible for hospitality and
sponsorship.
Garrett graduated with a Bachelors of Arts degree in history and art
history from Lake Forest College. She later received a continuing
education degree in interior kitchen design from Rhode Island
School of Design. Garrett lives in Marion, Massachusetts with her
husband and three sons.

What Nativity Means to Me . . .
“At Nativity there is always a feeling of acceptance. There is a
warm and comfortable environment where as soon as you walk
in you feel at home.”
- Carlo Acosta - June Graduate
“Over the years at Nativity, I have learned valuable lessons and
traits. I have learned trust in this school, and what it means to have
trust with one another.”
- Isaiah Texiera - June Graduate
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Nativity Golf & Tennis Tournament 2017

Larry Oliveira, a member of the
Board of Trustees and Co-Chair of
the annual Tournament is pleased to
announce that it was a major success
for the school. The event was hosted
at the Bay Club of Mattapoisett and
included lunch, dinner and an auction. Sponsors for golf were Eastern
Fisheries and Wynn & Wynn Attorneys and tennis as sponsored by
Baldwin Brothers. Lunch was sponsored by Debross, Hathaway & Marvel and dinner by Surprenant &
Beneski, PC and James Feeney. Peter
Kavanaugh was Master of Ceremonies and John Martin, Headmaster,
thanked the participants for their
generous support.
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plunge headfirst into the work, picking right up
where our departing teachers left off and adding
their own unique talents to the mix. Jake Berman
(NP ‘09, Boston College ‘17) will teach 5th and 6th
Social Studies and support 6th Math this year;
Maddie Inlow (Bates College ‘17) will teach 5th and
6th Science and 6th Math; and Ella Lindholm-Uzzi
(Wesleyan ‘17) will teach 5th Math and English.
Our three second year teachers have pushed
themselves to build on their progress last year and
take on leadership roles in addition to classroom
teaching. Nathan Argueta (NP ‘08, Davidson College ‘16) will teach 7th English, support 5th Math,
and work in various capacities with the Secondary
School Placement Office; Jack Doyle (University of
Illinois ‘16) will teach 7th and 8th Science, support
7th Math, and serve as the Advisor Program Coordinator; and Jake Farias (Gettysburg College ‘16)
will teach 7th and 8th Social Studies, support 8th
Math, and serve as Field Trip Coordinator.

Significantly, we have three third-year teachers
who have provided consistency for our students
and have taken on critical school-wide projects to
further institutional goals. Luke Matys (Saint Lawrence University ‘15) is teaching 8th grade English
and is serving as the Director of Community Service, affording students and teachers opportunities
to serve the Nativity, New Bedford, and global
communities. Mike Morin (Roanoke College ‘13) is
teaching 6th English and is the Director of Athletics
and After-School Programs, working to provide
quality sports opportunities and a diverse slate of
extracurricular options. Reyna Saint-Louis (Holy
Cross ‘15) is teaching 7th and 8th Math and serving
as Math Curriculum Advisor, providing cohesion,
consistency, and support school-wide in a highneed area.
As the school year kicks into high gear, we look
forward to the continued growth of our students
through the collaborative efforts between our
students, teachers, and the Nativity community!

